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ALL THINGS NEW 
Lisa Klym, Community Relations Officer 

 

“Behold, I am making all things new!” 

As we enter a new year and gladly put 2020 behind us 

perhaps, like me, you are wondering what this coming 

year has in store.  You tell yourself, “It can only get better” 

and yet the longings of the past may still follow you – the 

aches of loneliness, the reoccurring thought of wondering 

if there is more to life than this, the longing to belong but 

not knowing to what, the hurting heart that seems to have 

wounds that no one can heal. 

As I was considering the coming of the new year I sensed 

God speaking to me by bringing to my mind the words of 

Jesus in Revelation 21:5, “I am making everything new!”  

Jesus is not recorded as saying I will make everything 

new.  He said I am making everything new.  Even now, as 

we wonder what 2021 will bring us, Jesus is at work 

making everything new.  He is taking hold of all things – 

all of creation, all of humanity – and making them new.  

What does it mean to be made new, I though God didn’t 

make mistakes?  He doesn’t.  God is good and he is 

faithful.  When sin entered the world it marred all that God 

made good but He is still in control and He is making it 

new.    Romans 8:28 tells us “And we know that in all 

things, God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose.”  Even in our 

current situation of unrest and uncertainty, God is 

working to make all things new.  He has a beautiful plan 

for each one of our lives if we would just submit to his 

handiwork. 

One of my passions is sewing.  When my children were 

younger I spent a considerable amount of time engaged 

in my sewing, making outfits for them while they slept.  I 

received so many compliments on the finished products 

– the cute little dresses, the smart looking shorts and 

collared shirts, the fancy outfits with sparkles and bows – 

but what people didn’t see was the process of creating 

those works of art.  It all started with a new pattern, the 

pieces placed on new fabric to cut and sew together to 

make a new outfit.  But then there were the seams that 

had to be ripped out and done again to make the fabric 

lay just so; the stitches that had to be removed to make 

the points turn precisely; the pieces taken apart because 

I had sewn them together backwards!  Even items I’ve 

made for myself have had countless hours poured into 

making them look haute couture.   Inwardly, the garments 

had the correct structure so that, outwardly, they were 

completed masterpieces reflecting the handiwork of the 

creator. 

So it is with us as the Holy Spirit works within us to do the 

will of God.  God uses our circumstances to mold and 

shape us into the people He created us to be.  Nothing is 

wasted with God.  He gives us the correct structure so that 

we become masterpieces reflecting the handiwork of our 

Creator. 

“Behold, I am making all things new.” 

May you walk with God this new year and rest in His 

promise of restoration and renewal. 

 

KUDOS KORNER 

In December, the grade 8 class held a fundraiser 

through The Well sales for Open Doors Canada, an 

international organisation providing assistance to 

persecuted Christian familes around the world.   

With the help of middle school students, the Grade 8’s 

were able to raise $160 to provide Bibles for 20 new 

Christian children in Colombia. 

Thank you, Mr. Yee, Grade 8 students, and those of you 

who purchased items from The Well.  Your impact will 

have eternal value! 
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2020 IN REVIEW 

The Newsletter Club members brainstormed some 

positive things that came out of 2020 for us to reflect and 

be thankful for: 

• More bike rides and walks; more family time 

• Public areas are far more sanitised and clean 

• Using more of our imagination and resourcefulness 

• Learning skills that we would not otherwise have 

pursued, such as sewing, origami, new languages 

• More time to read 

• A more relaxed schedule for parents 

• Appreciation of extra curricular activities 

• Grades 6-8 attended LEST 

• Purchased our own school bus 

• God’s faithfulness 

• We made it through 2020! 

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 

Do you know of a family looking for a great school to call 

home?  Please tell them about your experience with Hope 

and refer them to our website at hopelcs.ca/school to 

register their attendance for our virtual open house taking 

place Tuesday, January 26th at 6:30pm.  As well, they can  

view our 25th anniversary video located in the web 

banner. 

25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

We are continuing our celebrations by starting on a 

musical revue production featuring snippets from musical 

performances done throughout our 25 years.  Students 

from all grades will be involved and the performances will 

be filmed and compiled into a movie presentation.  In the 

Spring we will provide families the opportunity to watch 

our presentation, whether it’s a drive-in movie style event 

or otherwise. 

Stay tuned for more exciting announcements about this 

school-wide production and ways you can be involved in 

making this amazing event a tremendous success! 

Auditions will begin soon and practices will carry on 

throughout the winter and spring.  Read the Monday Note 

for more details. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
Featuring Mr. Curtis MacLean, Hope TOC 

Another way we are commemorating our school’s 25th 

anniversary is with specially commissioned artwork.  One 

of our selected artists is our own staff member, Mr. 

MacLean.  I asked Mr. MacLean to tell us a bit about 

himself and provide a little teaser to give us an idea of the 

type of artwork we will be able to enjoy viewing.  

I have been 

working at Hope 

for two years. I 

co-taught grade 2 

beginning in the 

winter of 2018, 

and have worked 

as a TOC since 

that time. I did my 

undergrad in Art 

and Art History, 

with a minor in 

French. After that, I completed my Bachelor of Education, 

and most recently have completed some Biblical studies 

at Regent College. I grew up in Ontario, then spent five 

years teaching at Christian Life School in Fort St. John, 

BC. 

In my spare time, I enjoy writing, painting, and playing 

guitar.  I also enjoy skateboarding.  Instead of my artificial 

legs, I wear special "stubbies," and push with my hands, 

rather than my feet.  

I am passionate about Biblical studies, and enjoy 

identifying chiasms and other literary structures in the 

Bible. (A chiasm is an event or idea that is presented and is 

then repeated in the reverse order.  An example of this is Jesus’ 

words in Mark 2:27:  “The Sabbath was made for man, not man 

for the Sabbath.”) 

I have always been comfortable with an "academic" 

understanding of God's truth and promises, but recently I 

think God has been challenging me to find new ways to 

live out my faith. I have begun co-leading the Bible study 

that Mrs. MacLean and I are a part of, and have been 

putting the Psalms to music as a way to make them more 

real and applicable to my life.  

Thank you, Mr. MacLean, for sharing with us.  May we all 

be challenged to find new ways to live out our faith and 

develop a deeper understanding of God’s truths and 

promises. 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his 

unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men, 

for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry 

with good things. 

    Psalm 107:8-9 

http://www.hopelcs.ca/school
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Coming soon will be kaleidoscope of colour in the foyer of 

our PoCo Campus.  Mr. MacLean wouldn’t tell me about 

his artwork before it’s finished but he did provide us with 

a sneak peak… 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Hope’s Class of 2015 started our middle school food 

services program, The Well, with a goal of bringing the 

Hope school community together during lunch while 

keeping the costs affordable for the students. They 

wanted it to be a place where a student's physical and 

spiritual needs were met. They created a small model of 

a well where students could drop their prayer requests 

into it and the grads would pray for them. 

Mrs. Edema’s son, Mitchell, was part of that graduating 

class and so The Well is near and dear to her.  Mrs. Edema 

is now the staff sponsor of The Well and it is her desire to 

see The Well operate in its fully intended function of 

providing physical and spiritual nourishment to students. 

To fulfill the original vision of The Well, starting Thursday, 

January 14th, we are launching a weekly middle school 

lunchtime student prayer group.   

Led by Mrs. Edema and Mrs. Klym, students are invited to 

bring their lunches and meet each Thursday in the 

Computer Room to support one another, their school and 

their communities in prayer. 

 

 

 

HOPE ALUMNI – WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Lisa Klym, Featuring Nicolo Jimenez 

Our Alumni have 

travelled far and 

wide.  In November 

we featured Ryan 

Sclater, who lives in 

France with his 

family.  This month, we introduce Nicolo Jimenez, a 2015 

Hope graduate, who is currently a graduate student 

studying at the University of Cambridge in Cambridge, 

England. 

I asked Nico to think back to his time at Hope, to describe 

for us some of the highlights of his seven years at Hope, 

reflect on why he thinks receiving an education through 

Hope is beneficial, and to describe how his time at Hope 

prepared him for what he’s doing now.    

If I were to describe my time at 

Hope Lutheran in one word, it 

would be ‘community.’ This 

community, which I was 

blessed to have been a part of 

for seven years, would quickly 

become family as we 

navigated middle school and 

high school together.  Hope 

Lutheran provided an 

excellent spiritual foundation 

and an academic toolkit for 

me to go into the world, 

placing an emphasis on 

educating not only the mind, but also the heart. 

My fondest memories of Middle School at Hope were 

moments when the whole school got together and there 

were opportunities to mix with other grades. This ranged 

from Chapel to sports teams, buddy systems with younger 

grades and field trips to Wagner Hills (a Christian 

rehabilitation centre) and A Rocha (a Christian 

environmental stewardship organisation), as well as the 

Bethlehem Walk. There was a true sense of community 

where all grades participated and were included in 

activities. Who could forget playing ultimate frisbee or 

competing in soccer and hockey tournaments?  As Ryan 

Sclater mentioned in the November edition of The Hope 

Herald, we also played football every single day in Middle 

School for recess in the parking lot and lunch at McLean 

Park.  

I loved spending time in the library with friends, doing the 

actions to songs at Chapel, playing on the worship team, 

competing in school sports, and serving the community 

on day trips.  

Another memorable moment in Middle School was our 

Grade 8 Mission Trip to Calgary. I am so thankful for the 

Oh, the places you’ll go… 

  Dr. Seuss 

 “Never stop praying.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:17   
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emphasis on training, equipping, and discipling students 

at the core of the school. 

Some of the most formative times of my life academically 

and spiritually were shaped at Hope in High School, 

where we strove to use our God-given gifts to serve His 

kingdom. A sense of community, belonging, and 

inclusiveness were cornerstones of our time first at Hyde 

Creek, and then at Riverside Community Church (the 

Hope middle school met at these two locations prior to 

moving to Pitt Meadows). There was never a day where 

we did not interact with members of other grades at lunch 

or for sports. This included on field trips, competing in 

athletics, playing games like League of Legends, or going 

to the concession at Hyde Creek and trips to Wendy’s. I 

also had the opportunity to coach middle school soccer 

and basketball while in high school, where we would go 

on to win several tournaments in a row, which was a huge 

highlight! This tight-knit community with other grades, 

teachers, and staff, provided opportunities for us to visit 

the campus – as it then moved to Pitt Meadows – on 

special occasions such as awards nights or Christmas 

plays, and always culminated when we would attend the 

graduation ceremony of each class that followed ours 

and celebrate alongside them as alumni.  

Hope provided me with a holistic and comprehensive 

education, instilling in me a desire to strive for excellence 

for God’s glory. High School was truly a highlight. We 

bonded like never before as a class and with the entire 

Hope Lutheran community, especially in our final year. 

Some highlights include setting up The Well, helping with 

Youth Alpha, hosting (many!) Krispy Kreme fundraisers, 

playing guitar and reading liturgy at Chapel, contributing 

to Christmas productions, doing homework on Google 

Docs, and going on a cruise to Alaska for graduation.  

What sets Hope Lutheran apart from other schools is the 

intimate relationships that are forged between staff and 

students. Some of the most profound moments of my 

time at Hope were conversations with teachers and 

students that went beyond homework, and dived deep 

into the big questions of life and faith. These intentional 

conversations were woven into the fabric of Hope’s 

environment where teachers and staff would walk 

alongside me and presented opportunities for me to go 

out of my comfort zone, make mistakes, learn from them, 

and grow. Members of the Hope Lutheran community 

regularly opened their homes and hearts to me, and for 

that I am forever grateful.  

Looking back, being part of a graduating class with five 

students was such unique experience and an opportunity 

I would not change for the world. We forged a bond so 

tight as a class, with other grades, and among all 

teachers and staff. Though we all went our own directions 

and none of us ended up doing the exact same thing right 

after high school, we are only one call away and always 

there for each other. Though our lives have become busy 

with more adult responsibilities, we are able to pick up 

right where we last left off every time we speak to each 

other. 

After graduating from Hope Lutheran I pursued a 

Bachelor of Arts (Honours, First Class) in Geography and 

Political Science at the University of British Columbia 

(UBC). By God’s grace, the transition from a class of five 

people to a school of more than 50,000 students was 

relatively 

smooth, and 

I think that is 

a testament 

to the 

education I 

received at 

Hope. 

I had the 

privilege of 

studying at a 

Christian school all my years growing up, – previously at 

BCCA from Grades 1-5, before moving to Hope Lutheran 

for grades 6-12 – and moving to a secular institution was 

a bit daunting. Thankfully, my five years as an 

undergraduate student strengthened and grew my faith 

through the challenging aspects of university. 

I was able to pursue my passion for student leadership 

and scholarship by getting involved with student 

government and humanitarian organizations, presenting 

and publishing in journals and conferences, as well as 

working with the first-year experience team through UBC 

Orientations and Collegia. Some of the greatest joys of my 

undergraduate experience was seeing God move on 

campus and in our community. I thank God for the 

opportunity to build and be in community at my local 

church, young adults group, and summer camp (big 

shoutout to CA Church, Ethos Young Adults, and 

Kawkawa Camp & Retreat!), which kept me anchored in 

my faith and allowed me to do life 

with Christians. As I finished my 

studies in May 2020, God opened 

doors to pursue graduate 

programs in England and I was 

honoured to receive acceptances 

to study at Oxford, Cambridge, 

and the London School of 

Economics (LSE). 

At the moment, I am currently a 

graduate student reading for an MPhil in Geographical 

Research at the University of Cambridge. My research 

explores the intersection between economic geography, 

urban studies, political economy, and political ecology. It 

is a real honour to be here and to be a part of what God 

is doing in this city and campus. Every nook and cranny 

If I were to 

describe my time 

at Hope Lutheran 

in one word, it 

would be 

“community”. 
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is filled with stories of people God has raised up for His 

glory. 

If you were to ask me if I would be living and studying in 

England in the middle of a pandemic, I would never have 

imagined that. These have been some of the best and 

toughest of times living alone for the first time and 

moving across the world in the middle of a pandemic, but 

God has proven himself faithful time and time again. By 

God’s grace, I have been able to settle into the city and 

campus life, and have found a gospel-centered church to 

be a part of along with great community. 

I would not be here without God’s amazing grace. I am a 

product of His love and the people He has so kindly 

brought in my life. I am incredibly thankful for teachers, 

coaches, pastors, medical and administrative staff, 

friends, and family who have mentored me, walked 

alongside me, spoken into my life, and extended their 

generosity and patience to me. The teachers and staff at 

Hope Lutheran have a special place in my heart. Each 

and every single one of them have had a profound impact 

on my life, and have helped me become who I am today. 

For this reason, I would love to be a teacher at the post-

secondary or high school level one day. I hope to give 

back to the community that has given so much to me and 

pass it forward, honouring God in my studies and giving 

all glory to Him. My time at Hope has shaped me and 

prepared me for my life now as a graduate student, with 

the hopes of becoming a professor and practitioner in the 

future.  

One verse that has been an anthem for me in this season 

is Philippians 1:6, “being confident of this, that he who 

began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 

until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

I came to Hope Lutheran looking to find a community 

dedicated to excellence and left finding that and so much 

more:  brothers and sisters in Christ whom I call family.  

EXTENDING A WARM WELCOME 

We are excited to welcome a number of students joining 

their classes on-campus after being connected over 

Zoom.  We also welcome the Park family to our middle 

school campus.  Mason Park joins our grade 8 class – 

glad to have you, Mason!  

Welcome to each one of you, whether new or returning 

families.  We hope you are able to quickly feel a part of 

our community and we look forward to connecting with 

you in person. 

 

 

VIRTUAL CAMPUS TOUR 

You can now view both our school campuses without 

leaving your chair.   

Recently, 3D Virtual Tours were launched for both 

campuses to showcase at the Virtual Open House on 

January 26th.   

Elementary parents, this is a great opportunity to view our 

Middle School campus with your child and become 

familiar with its layout prior to them transitioning to 

middle school.  Click on the link and see if you can answer 

the following questions*: 

1. How many decorated Christmas trees can you 

see displayed in the campus? (excluding 

pictures and paper ones) 

2. How many student lockers are outside the gym? 

3. Where is the lost and found? 

*Answers found at the end of this newsletter. 

Both 3D virtual tours can be viewed on our website.  Go 

to hopelcs.ca/school and click either “Elementary” or 

“Middle School”, “Programs and Features” to view each 

tour. 

A FITTING START TO THE NEW YEAR 

We are extremely 

pleased to announce 

that our school bus, 

purchased with 

generous funding from 

our Hope Lutheran 

school and church 

communities, is now in 

full operation!  Students 

enjoyed their first ride on 

Monday. 

This bus is truly a gift from God.  Not 

only does it support our travel 

between campuses, it will also be 

used for field trips and middle 

school PE activities as well as 

extending to church youth activities. 

Our heartfelt 

thanks to all families, past and 

present, for your generous 

contributions, and our deepest 

gratitude to the parents, staff and 

Board members who were 

instrumental in making this a 

reality! 

 

 

https://hopelcs.ca/school/3d-virtual-tour-of-middle-school-campus/
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Submissions are open for the February newsletter.  Do 

you have an achievement to share or a service project 

you’ve engaged in? 

Send your story submissions and any relevant photos to 

Lisa Klym at lklym@hopelcs.ca.  

Submission deadline:  January 29th 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Several of our area churches are offering online services and spiritual formation classes.  If your family does not have a 

church to call home, consider viewing one or more of the services or taking in a course offered at the following sites: 

Coquitlam Alliance (English):  cachurch.ca/media/online-sermons/ 

Graceway Church (Korean):  graceway.life/online-worship/ 

Hope Lutheran (English):  facebook.com/hopelcspoco 

Riverside Community (English):  facebook.com/riversidepoco/ 

Tri-City Church (English):  tricitychurch.ca/live/ 

Westwood Alliance (English, Mandarin, Cantonese):  westwoodac.org/ 

Westwood Community (English): facebook.com/westwoodcc.ca/ 

“FAITHFULNESS TO ALL GENERATIONS” 

For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures 

forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Psalm 100:5 

Recent answers to prayer: 

• A number of online students returned to in-

class sessions this month. 

• Our school bus is on the road, fully operational. 

• Successful surgery for a friend diagnosed with 

cancer. 

 

Areas of praise and thanksgiving: 

• Opportunities for the middle school students 

to bless individuals with Christmas cards in 

December, filled with messages of hope and a 

reminder of God's love (given to workers in 

seniors/assisted living homes, First Nations 

schools in northern Canada, Canadian Forces 

members, men and women at Hope for 

Freedom, and to our chapel guest, Union 

Gospel Mission).   

• Chance to welcome the Grade 5 students to 

the middle school campus for a day in 

January.  

• Grade 8's worked at The Well to raise money to 

buy Bibles for children in Colombia. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Monday  8:45, Parent Prayer outside PoCo 

Campus 

January 7 5A Middle School experience day 

January 8 noon dismissal 

January 14 5B Middle School experience day 

 7pm, PTL meeting via Zoom 

January 22 Pro-D Day 

January 26 6:30pm, School Virtual Open House 

January 28 noon dismissal 

February 5 $2 Dress down day 

Answers to Virtual Tour questions: 

1.10 Christmas trees 

2.63 lockers 

3.In a hallway bench outside the library 

https://cachurch.ca/media/online-sermons/
https://graceway.life/online-worship/
https://www.facebook.com/hopelcspoco
https://www.facebook.com/riversidepoco/
https://tricitychurch.ca/live/
https://www.westwoodac.org/
http://www.westwoodcc.ca/

