
Dear Parents, 
 
As the curriculum changes, so must the assessment and reporting of student progress. The 
goal of reporting and communicating student learning is to ensure that parents are well informed 
about their children’s progress, while being aligned with the directions of the revised curriculum. 
These new directions that are driving the new goals of reporting and communicating were 
shared during our Parent Learning Evening on October 24th.  The provincial curriculum was 
designed with British Columbia teachers, focusing on the effective practices seen in BC and 
elsewhere. In the same spirit, districts throughout BC have explored a variety of student 
reporting practices and tools to improve communication with parents.  An example of this in our 
school context several years ago was providing a unit by unit update of student learning in math 
from Grade 2 and up.  
 
Communication requires ongoing interactions and dialogue about student progress throughout 
the school year, involving the teacher, the student, and the parent, to provide up-to-date 
information about the student’s learning. Whether communication is in written form, in person, or 
electronically our aim is to 
 

● be reflective of learning and growth with respect to the core competencies and curricular 
competencies of the curriculum 

● be descriptive, and include suggestions regarding ways that parents can support their 
child  

● reinforce the importance of self-assessment and goal setting 
● include feedback from multiple sources, as appropriate, including the student, teacher, 

peers, and parents 
● encourage students to work toward their goals, build student ownership, and make clear 

their role in the communication process  
● encourage students to use this information to make necessary revisions to their work 

and set new learning goals  
● where appropriate, take advantage of current technological tools to promote and support 

communicating student learning  
 
In the coming Term 1 progress report you will see some changes that reflect many of these 
aims.  This letter is intended to help you understand what you’ll see on the revised report 
format.  We encourage parents to keep this letter for reference when reading progress reports 
once they are issued on December 5th. 
 
1. Student Reflections 
 
This section is an opportunity for students to reflect and comment on their own learning as well 
as their school experience.  This reflection should become more meaningful as they progress 
and reinforce the habit of self-assessment of their own learning. 
 



2. Term Comments 
 
This section gives opportunities for teachers (mainly homeroom, but other teachers where 
appropriate) to comment on specific work habits, attitudes and core competencies.  It can also 
be used to highlight areas of learning as needed.  These comments may be written by more 
than one teacher. 
 
3.  Performance (Proficiency) Scales 
 
Proficiency scales will be used as an alternative to letter grades for Grades 4-8 for all areas of 
learning that are reported.  This four point scale represents a continuum of proficiency as 
observed and assessed by the teachers across each major curricular competency.  The 
proficiency scale includes Emerging (E), Developing (D), Proficient (P) and Extending (EX).  A 
description of each level is provided below and will be included on the report itself.  
 
 

E = Emerging; D = Developing; P = Proficient; EX = Extending 

Continuum of Proficiency 

 

Emerging Developing Proficient Extending 

The student 
demonstrates an 
initial 
understanding of 
the concepts and 
competencies 
relevant to the 
expected learning. 
The student 
requires teacher 
direction and 
support to acquire 
skills. 
 
 

The student 
demonstrates a 
partial 
understanding of 
the concepts and 
competencies 
relevant to the 
expected 
learning.  The 
student is 
learning to apply 
skills with some 
support. 

The student 
demonstrates a 
complete 
understanding of the 
concepts and 
competencies 
relevant to the 
expected learning. 
The student is 
applying skills with 
increasing 
confidence, 
consistency, and 
independence. 

The student 
demonstrates a 
sophisticated 
understanding of the 
concepts and 
competencies relevant to 
the expected learning. 
The student consistently 
demonstrates a deeper 
level of understanding 
and extends the 
application of 
competencies to other 
areas of learning.  
 

 
Because the curriculum is no longer content driven and our assessment is based on curricular 
competencies, it is more useful to students and parents to know the current proficiency of a 
specific competency because students and parents can focus on making goals to address these 
specifically.  The school stresses that a progress report is first and foremost one of the ways of 
communicating student progress.  Letter grades can be provided upon individual request for 



Grade 4-8, although the school sees these as having very little meaning as teachers are no 
longer “marking” and “grading” in this fashion.  They will also become less relevant as other 
schools move away from using them in their reports.  
 
4.  English Language Arts (ELA) 
 
This section includes details on the different kinds of learning experiences took place as well as 
some of the content areas that the class focused on. In addition to specific comments from the 
teacher on English Language Arts, it will also include the major ELA curricular competencies 
(skills) that were focused on in the term.  
 
5.  Math 
 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 will have a math section similar to the ELA section.  Grades 2-8 will 
have a separate math report attached that is an accumulation of the Math Platoon reports up to 
the last unit.  Some of these units would have been sent home previously. 
 
6.  Other Areas of Learning (science, social studies, art, christian studies etc) 
 
The rest of the areas of learning will follow a similar format as the ones mentioned above except 
for a separate section for comment. 
 
7.  Collaborative Goals and Next Steps 
 
Learning is a lifelong continuum of growth, and for this reason this section is an opportunity for 
students and teachers to include goals suggested for the student’s growth and improvement. 
Many of our students will have reflected and/or been interviewed to think about what their goals 
are.  Different teachers may also include specific goals and next steps for students and parents.  
 
8.  Other Support Services 
 
This section indicates whether the student is receiving other services such as EAL or Learning 
Assistance where a separate attachment is included with the main report from the respective 
teachers.  
 
We trust this will help you understand the progress reports.  As always we encourage you to 
speak with your child’s teachers if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 
progress. 
 
The new report format is a change that our teachers are also adjusting to and we appreciate 
your patience as we continue to improve on it over the course of this year.  We would welcome 
any feedback that you may have about the revised format of the progress reports. 
To understand more about the different facets of the new curriculum please see this link: 



https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/Curriculum_Brochure.pdf 






